
 

Key Concepts in Romans 
 

Son of God (Greek = huios tou theou) 
In both Hebrew and Greek the phrase means “divine.” Although Jesus appeared as human, 
He is actually God among us (Immanuel): distinct from the Father and Spirit, but one with 
them. If Jesus were a mere person, God’s punishment of Jesus for the sins of others would be 
unjust. But Jesus is God: so in Jesus, God personally enters the world and accepts our 
punishment upon Himself.  
 

Gospel (Greek = euaggelion) 
The Good News of Jesus Christ: while we stood condemned, Jesus came among us, died for 
our sins, conquered death in His resurrection, was enthroned with the Father, and is coming 
back to judge and to save. The full body of Christian doctrine is contained within the Gospel, 
making the entirety of the New Testament the outworking of the Gospel. 
 

Justification / Righteousness (Same word in Greek = dikaiosunē) 
“The state of being right” or “rightness.” In legal contexts, rightness refers to one’s acquittal 
of criminal charges. This is how Paul typically uses the word. In ethical contexts, rightness 
means “doing the right thing.” This is how the Gospels typically use the term. The big 
question in Romans is “how do I get right with God?” Paul’s answer: Nobody is right with 
God; so God takes Jesus’ rightness and credits it to us when we trust in Jesus—in Christ we 
are declared not guilty (4:22-25).  
 

Wrath of God (Greek = orgē tou theou) 
God’s just judgment against a creation that has rebelled against Him. Were God to ignore the 
many crimes we have committed, He would be unjust and unworthy of our worship. God’s 
wrath is already visible in the consequences of sin we see around us (cf., 1:18), but His wrath 
will be most visible when Jesus returns (2:5-11). In Jesus, we are saved from wrath, for in 
Jesus God takes the judgment for our sins upon Himself. 
 

Law (Greek = nomos) 
In the book of Romans, law can refer to any of five things: 

1. Law may mean the entire Old Testament; see 3:10-19 (Paul cites from Psalms, 
Ecclesiastes, and Isaiah, referring to them as the Law in v. 19). 

2.  Law may refer to the first five books of the Old Testament (called Torah in Hebrew). 
See 3:21, which refers to “the Law and the prophets.” 

3.  Law may refer to the legal portions of the Old Testament, as distinguished from the 
narrative portions (in Hebrew, the Halachah as opposed to the Haggadah); this seems 
to be the case in 2:12-16, esp. as described in v. 15. 

4.  Law may refer to the notion of "legalism"; i.e., the idea that people can make 
themselves right with God.  The usual phrase here is "works of the law"; it may be that 
this is the meaning in 3:27-28; see also Gal. 2:16, Eph. 2:9; James 2:20. 

5.  Law sometimes means “principle,” “norm,” or “tendency” as it does in 3:27 where “law 
of faith” means “the principle of faith." See also 7:21 where law means something like 
“tendency” or “habit.” 



 

 

Faith / Belief (Same word in Greek = pistis) 
To trust, to be fully persuaded, to depend upon someone else. Faith is not merely accepting 
something to be true—even demons know Jesus is true, but they are not saved. To have faith 
is to follow Christ, swearing allegiance only to Him. Since everybody has some kind of faith, 
faith itself is not the important part of the equation; Christ is. We are saved by faith in Christ. 
 

Grace (Greek = charis) 
An undeserved gift or act of kindness. In Christ we receive the undeserved gifts of 
justification, sanctification, and glorification. Theologians often distinguish between different 
kinds of grace. Common grace is the general kindness that God shows everyone. Prevenient 
grace is the spark God gives to lost people that draws them towards Him. Saving grace is the 
gift of forgiveness and eternal life granted at baptism. Sanctifying grace is the strength God 
continually supplies us to empower us to grow in holiness. Warning: grace never means 
indulgence or permission to sin. If sin were okay, there’d be no need for grace (6:1ff.) 
 

Atonement (Greek = hilasterion) 
To cover over sin and impurity; to appease someone’s demand for justice. God has a right to 
punish us because we have rebelled against Him. Christ atones for our sin by (1) assuming 
our guilt and taking upon Himself our death penalty, and (2) assuming our impurity, and 
thereby granting us the holiness we need in order to enter God’s presence. 
 

Redemption (Greek = apolutrosis) 
To buy something back. We have sold ourselves into the bondage of sin—we are all slaves to 
our sinfulness. Christ is the price God paid to rescue us from slavery. 
 

Reconciliation (Greek = katallagē)  
To bring two separated parties together. Because of our rebellion and our unholiness, we are 
naturally separated from God. In Christ, God brings us back to Himself, uniting us with 
Himself through Christ. 
 

Election (Greek = eklogē)  
God’s selection of people for certain tasks, offices, or gifts. In His sovereignty, God elects 
based on His own will. But we have freedom of will in how we respond to election. 
 

Foreknowledge (Greek = prognosis)  
God’s ability to know all things before they happen. Foreknowledge is a sign of God’s 
divinity, but it does not negate our freedom to choose. One can know something is going to 
happen without making it happen. 
 

Predestination (Greek = proorismos)  
To make a decision beforehand. God has made His decisions long before we experience 
them; but God’s decisions don’t nullify our free will. Rather, God makes decisions based 
upon His foreknowledge of what we will choose. Knowing what we will choose, God 
predestines us to receive the consequences of our choices. 


